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Preface
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 No military records for Iceland
 A lot of military records, a small 

portion available online.
 The system and documents 

different in Denmark and 
Norway.

 System and documentation 
changed a lot.

 Main points



Sjø-ruller - Naval records
8

 Content of naval records
 Boys living in coastal areas and on islands

 Boys living in citys and work with fishing or other
related occupations

 Exceptions from main rules
 To be allowed to work on a boat, you had to be 

part of the navalrecords



Norway
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Nordenfjelds
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Recruitment to the 
military

12

 Legd system
 2-4 farms equip one soldier

 1790’s everybody could be recruited, the legd still 
pay the expenses

 The boys evaluated at sesjon (Medical 
examination and classification)

 Everyone fit to serve and tall enough (63 inches) 
was given a number and those that should serve, 
were drawn like a lottery



Main type of records kept 13

• List of all boys from birth and until 
they are recruited or gets to oldStamrulle

• List of those that had to meet at 
«sesjon»

Ungt Manskaps 
Rulle - Draft records

• Lists of those participateing in the 
draw

Loddtrekningsliste -
Lotteri-lists

• Lists of those serving in the 
different companies etc.Kompaniruller



Where do 
we find the 
records 
Norway
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Digitalarkivet

Slektskilder 
Blogspot

Family Search

Arkivportalen

Visit archive



Find source 
Digitalarkivet
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Categories 
all Seaman 
rolls

16

Rulle – Rolls 28
Eldre rulle – Older 
rolls 380

Hovedrulle 447

Annotasjonsrulle 190
Mønstringsjournal 120



Categories 
All seamen 
rolls

17

Skipper- og 
styrmannsrulle – skipper 
and mate roll 32
Maskinist- og 
fyrbøterrulle – engineer
and stoker roll 43
Utskrivningsrulle –
Enlistment roll 1
Utskrivningsregisterrulle 
– Enlistment register roll 17
Ungdomsrulle – Youth
roll 20



Categories 
two first 
seamen 
rolls

18Ekstrarulle –
Extra roll 16
Register til ruller 
– roll index 105
Militærrulle –
military roll 275
Sjømilitær liste –
naval roll 14
Legdsruller –
Military quarters 
rolls 13



Total
OF 1751 AVAILABLE SOURCES ONLY 300 ARE MILITARY 

ROLLS



Arkivportalen, Norge
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Old Arkivportalen
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Family Search Norway
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Militære protokoller
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Slektskilder.blogspot.com
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Examples
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Loddtrekningsliste 1860
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Company Rulle Innherredske
kompagnie 1821-1836
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Frosta, punishment 
journal 1818-1852



Churchbook 
with legd 
numbers
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How do 
we find

records?

31

 We will use Digital Archive, 
limited rolls available

 Find Source, Category: 
Seamenns rolls and military rolls, 
Sub-category: Military roll

 Geography: The community 
you want

 Example: Vågå in Opland



Search result
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Possible regiments
33

 Opplandske regiment 1662 – 1767
 Opplandske nasjonale infanteriregiment 1769 –

1797
 Opplandske gevorbne (enlisted) infanteriregiment 

1810 – 1818
 Find the one that has a possible time-frame



Choose company
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First page 
Vaageske
kp
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List of 
grena-
derer

36



If not…..

 Try Kiærlands charts
 See if there are other companies

that could cover the area
 If you find one, maybe there is a 

film at Family Search
 Else, an assignment for your next

visit to Norway
 Url Kierland: 

https://media.digitalarkivet.no/db
/contents/32857
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Kiærland chart 1
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Detail 1768-1810
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Denmark



Records 
Denmark

41
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Based on legd and legdsruller

From 1701 legd = 20 tdr (barrels) hartkorn

1788 1656 legder in Denmark

Until 1788 the estates did recruit

1843 the cities and towns included

1869 6 districts



Udskrivningskredse
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Where do 
we find the 
records 
Denmark
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Some at 
Arkivalier 

Online

DIS-
Danmark 

has indexes

Daisy

Visit 
archives



What kind 
of rolls
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•Every possible recruit from the legd the
year the roll was established

Hovedruller – Main rolls

•Those who was not in the main rolls

Tilgangsruller – additional rolls

•Thos who have been living in the legd the 
last 11 years

Omskrevne ruller – Rewritten rolls



Content 
of

legdsrulle

45

 Birth date
 The fathers (or mothers) name
 Place born and living
 Height
 Physical deficiences
 Where served
 Reason for not serving
 Year of death
 Military punishments



Length of 
rolls
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• New main roll every year1789 –
1795

• Main roll every 3 year
• Tilgangsruller in between

1795 –
1849

• Main roll every 5 year
• Tilgangsruller in between

1849 –
1861

• Main roll every 10 year1861 –
1871

• Only tilgangsruller1871 –
1956



Recruitment age
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Years Recr. Age Sesjon Service age
Serving 
reserves Age out

1788-1802 0 years 15 years 20-28 years 29-35 years 36 years
1802-1808 0 years 15 years 22-27 years 28-49 years 50 years
1808-1849 0 years 15 years 19-36 years 37-44 years 45 years
1849-1860 15 years 22 years 22-29 years 30-37 years 38 years
1861-1868 15 years 21 years 22-29 years 30-37 years 38 years
1869-1912 17 years 22 years 22-29 years 30-37 years 38 years

1912- 17 years 20 years 20-35 years 36 years



Who included in 
conscription

48

Year Conscripted Not conscripted
1788-1828 Sons of farmers

Men moved to 
cities

Sons of farmers not 
of «bondestand»

1829-1847 As above
Sons of millers, 
public house 
owners, farm 
craftsmen

As above

1848 All men 
conscripted

1849-1912 All men Teachers and 
ordained ministers
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Arkivalier Online, Find 
din slegt (Genealogy)
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Central legdsruller



Local legdsruller
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Lægdsruller.dk
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https://arkivalielister.dis-
danmark.dk/ao_lgd_vis_navne.php
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Family Search Denmark
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Daisy

56



57

www.salldata.dk
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Find sogn and legd



Legdsrulle Børglum herredsfogd 1847-
1850

59



Copenhagen – additions
confirmed 1851

60



Tilgangsliste 
Hornum-
Fleskum 
Herredsfogd 
1835

61
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Seamenns
rolls

 Part of military system
 People working on boats had to 

register
 Every boat they assigned to 

mentioned
 Both Norway and Denmark
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63

Digitalarkivet Seamen rolls –
roll



Oslo seaman office
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65

et kursopplegg i slektsforskning 02.11.2015
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et kursopplegg i slektsforskning 02.11.2015
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Hovedrulle Haugesund 
sjømannskontor
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That’s all!
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www.fkarlsen.net

Thank
you!
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